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excellence and expanding learning opportunities for all Alexandria students.
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The Alexandria Education Foundation (AEF) 
supports educational excellence and a 
passion for learning by partnering with our 
community. Our focus is on funding projects 
above and beyond the scope of the state 
budget and local tax dollars.

Funds raised will directly impact students 
through grants to classroom teachers and 
other funded projects that help support 
initiatives that further the mission and 
educational goals of the School District.

How you can help
As a stakeholder in 
providing a quality 
education for our

students, we hope you will join us in 
supporting the AEF. Through our affiliation 
with the West Central Initiative Foundation, 
who manages our fund, a full range of 
planned giving vehicles and access to gift 
planning assistance is available to donors. 

Making a Gift
To make a gift simply mail a check to:

Alexandria Education Foundation 
PO Box 308, Alexandria, MN 56308. 

You may also donate online at: 
www.alexandria.k12.mn.us/edfoundation, 

click on the Donate Online page. 

Contact Susan Scarborough,  
foundation treasurer, for more  

details at (320) 808-8437.

Dear Friends of the Foundation,

It has been my privilege to serve with a very dedicated Board of Directors this year and it is with great pride and 
excitement that I share our 2014 Annual Report with you.

Since 2003, the Alexandria Education Foundation has partnered with Alexandria Public Schools to support 
student excellence and expanding learning opportunities for all students. During that span, the Foundation has 
contributed over $2,375,000 in grants, scholarships and capital gifts.

Many great things are happening as a direct result of the Foundation’s work. One example is the Foundation’s 
Innovative Grant Program. This program provides the opportunity for teachers to apply for grants that transform 
ideas into instructional programs that engage, inspire and excite students. Projects funded by the Foundation 
expand classroom experiences beyond the boundaries of the school district’s budget. The Foundation is making it 
possible to expand learning opportunities for students and contributing to a culture of excellence in District 206! 
As an alumnus of this great school district, that makes me proud and inspires me!

Yet, we’ve only just begun to respond to the creative ideas teachers are bringing to us. Our ability to support 
innovative, quality educational experiences in the classroom depends upon the strength of our financial resources.

Currently our endowment is over $300,000. Our goal is to grow our endowment to $1,000,000 so that the 
Foundation can invest $50,000 annually into our classrooms. Grants would go directly to support:

• Students in developing essential knowledge and skills
• Students in every building and every grade level
• The Arts and Academies of Alexandria

None of the Foundation’s work  
would be possible without you. Your  
tax-deductible gift to the Foundation 
directly affects the academic life of 
students both today and for years to 
come. I encourage you to join me and 
invest in excellence today!

Sincerely,

Greg Trumm, Chair
Jefferson High School, Class of 1979

AEF Board of Directors
Back row l to r: Greg Trumm, Judy Backhaus, Jean Bristow,  
Chad Larson, Keith Hoeschen.
Front row l to r: Becky Nelson Zwilling, Christine Pohlig Reilly,  
Susan Scarborough, Craig Olson, Randy Winger.  
Not pictured: Craig Andrews, Bonnie Schnell.



Save the 
Dates!

Winners gather around 
the jewelry display to 

claim their prizes.

The team of Alexandria 
volunteer fire fighters, 
led by Alexandria Fire 
Marshal Dennis Stark, 
won the “Foundation 

Feud” competition over 
participating teams of 
attorneys, educators, 

and healthcare workers 
who were all helping 
to raise funds for the 

Foundation.

Paul McCabe, a retired 
FBI special agent, and 
Mary Kathryn Bursch, 

an award-winning 
broadcast journalist,  

pose proudly with 
their plaques following 
their induction into the 

Alexandria Public Schools 
Hall of Fame.

2015 Hall of Fame  
Call for Nominations

Nominations are being accepted for the Alexandria Education Foundation  
Hall of Fame class of 2015. The deadline to submit nominees for the  
2015 class will be April 24, 2015.
 
Anyone may submit a nomination and the Foundation Board will make 
honoree selections based on the following criteria:
•  Nominees must have graduated from an Alexandria High School in 1995  

or earlier, or must have retired from District 206 after serving in the  
District for a minimum of 10 years.

•  Nominees must have realized distinctive achievements in their chosen 
field(s) that include such areas as business, education, science,  
professions or community service.

•  Nominees may or may not be currently holding the position(s)  
in which they achieved major success.

• Nominees may be living or deceased.
 
Nominations can be submitted via the online form link at:  
www.alexandria.k12.mn.us/halloffame. A list of previous honorees can be 
viewed on this page as well. All nominations received by April 24, 2015 will be 
considered. The Foundation Board will make the final selection of inductees 
with names announced in May. Those not selected will remain in the pool for 
future consideration. The 2015 inductees will be recognized at a luncheon 
in their honor on Friday, October 2, 2015 in connection with Alexandria 
homecoming festivities. For more information, contact Susan Scarborough  
at (320) 808-8437 or by email at info@alexeducationfoundation.org.

Alumni Hall of Fame

Mary Kathryn Bursch Mark Lundstrom Paul McCabe

OctOber 2, 2015, 12:00 p.m., 
Broadway Ballroom – Hall of 
Fame Luncheon honoring the 2015 
Inductees (to be named).

OctOber 2, 2015, 6:30 p.m., 
Broadway Ballroom –  
Jeans & Jewels Gala Event -  
“Music Makes the World Go 
Round” is this year’s theme. 
This special event is an event to  
thank all Foundation donors, as 
well as a fundraiser open to the public.  
The event features a silent auction, 
along with the opportunity to win 
special event prizes.

OctOBER 3, 2015,  
Alexandria Homecoming.  
Community Parade, 11:00 a.m., 
Football Game, Alexandria Cardinals  
vs. Rocori, 2:00 p.m. kick-off.  

NOvEMBER 12, 2015,  
All Day – Give to the Max Day
As you consider your charitable 
end-of-year giving, please consider 
participating in Give to the Max Day. 
To make a gift visit:https://givemn.org/ 
and in the Find A Cause field type:  
Alexandria Education Foundation.

EANSJ &
Annual
7th

Gala Event

EANSJ &
7th

Gala Event

Alexandria Education Foundation hosts 
successful events; proceeds directly 

benefit District 206 students

Congratulations to the Alumni  
Hall of Fame 2014 Inductees!

The Alexandria Education Foundation established the “Alumni Hall of Fame” 
in an effort to honor outstanding alumni who have earned distinction or 
achievement in their chosen field.

The 2014 inductees, recognized at the Hall of Fame Luncheon Celebration  
on September 19, 2014, were: Mary Kathryn Bursch, Class of 1978,  
award-winning broadcast journalist at WTSP 10 News in the Tampa Bay area; 
Mark Lundstrom, Class of 1969, a professor in the School of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering at Purdue University, founding director of the National 
Science Foundation’s Network for Computational Nanotechnology, and 
author; and Paul McCabe, Class of 1978, and a retired FBI special agent.

The Alexandria Education Foundation (AEF) 
hosted its annual Hall of Fame Luncheon and 
Jeans & Jewels Gala at the Broadway Ballroom 
as part of School District 206 homecoming 
festivities. Proceeds from the events, which 
totaled nearly $10,000, will go to fund 
innovative teaching ideas that increase learning 
opportunities for all District 206 students.

 

AEF established the Hall of Fame event to honor 
deserving District 206 alumni and staff for 
excellence, accomplishments, and recognition 
in their field. This year, three individuals were 
inducted as the Hall of Fame class of 2014 – 
Mary Kathryn Bursch, Mark Lundstrom, and  
Paul McCabe. More than 225 alumni, family, 
friends, and community members attended  
the luncheon held September 19.

 

Later that evening, the Foundation hosted the 
Jeans & Jewels Gala around the theme of “The 
Game Show Edition.”  Over 350 attended this 
special event which serves as an appreciation 
event for all foundation contributors, an 
opportunity for potential members to learn more 
about the Foundation, as well as a fundraiser 
open to the public. The event featured jewelry 
prize drawings, silent auction items, a live 
auction, a ‘Foundation Feud’ competition, and 
special event prizes courtesy of local donors.



Foundation Donors
(Gifts received June 2013 through December 31, 2014)

ACADEMIES FUND
3M Foundation
Aagard
Alexandria Industries
Alexandria Pro-Fab
Bell State Bank & Trust
BlackRidge BANK
Bremer Bank
Brenton Engineering
CliftonLarsenAllen
Donnelly Custom Manufacturing
Douglas County Hospital
Douglas Machine Foundation
GCI
Glenwood State Bank
Knute Nelson
Massman Automation Designs
Pro-Tainer
Runestone Electrical Association
Schaffer Machine
Schmidt Manufacturing
Viking Savings Bank
West Central Initiative Fund
 
ARTS/MUSIC FUND
Carol Blade
 Central Lakes Concert Association
Denise Cox
Bob & Darice Cunniff
Virginia Eastley
Karen Erickson
Mike & LuAnn Gesell
Kirk & Jane Landman
Keith & Jennifer Martinson
Mary Oberg
Bruce & Kathleen Pohlig
Ray & Donna Rengo
Mary Lou Thunselle
Greg & Val Trumm
David & Annette Watkins
Chris & Rebecca Worley
 
BUSINESS PARTNERS
Aagard Group 
Alexandria Industries
American Cleaners
Ameriprise
Anderson Funeral Home
Anonymous
Bell State Bank & Trust
Boraas Financial Group LLC
Bremer Bank
Bursch Travel
Carlson Music Center
Diekman Jewelry
Douglas Machine Inc
Einerson Family Dentistry
Gate City Bank
Geneva Capital LLC
Glenwood State Bank
H. Boyd Nelson Inc
Integrity Title
Larson Insurance
Neighborhood National Bank
Pete’s County Market
State Farm Insurance
Thrivent Financial
True North Consulting Partners 
Trumm Drug
US Bank
Vikings Savings Bank
Weber Camo Leather Goods
Wensman Seed Company
 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Cuningham Group Architecture  
David Olson Sales
General Office Products
Intereum, Inc
Kent & Lara Wosepka
Kraus-Anderson Companies  
North Central Bus & Equipment  
Springsted Incorporated
 
GENERAL/OPERATING 
FUND
James & Luverne Adams
Dr. Dean R. & Debbi Anderson
Tom Andert
Lee & Judy Backhaus
Farrel Bergner
Marilyn Baldwin
Ed & Sylvia Christopherson
Dave & Carol Dittberner
Jay Sieling & Deb Dittberner
Paul & Linda Engebretson
Karen Erickson
Beverly Fischer
Paul & Judy Florell
Ralph & Carol Gaffaney
Marjorie Reese Geris
Bill & Paula Glade
Helen Glade
Corey Halstead
Karen Hoeschen
Keith & Coleen Hoeschen
Kenny & Vesla Hoeschen
Charles & Eileen Jacobson
James Jensen
Jill Johnson

Patrick Kalina
Tom & Jennifer Klecker
George & Mary Kuhlmann
Leaf Valley Game & Fish
Kathryn LeBrasseur
Darrell Lorsung
Paul McCarten
Jan & Mary Helen Nelson
H. Dan & DiAnn Ness
Robin Niedenfuer
H. Roderick Nordell
Dr. Chris & Sarah O’Kane
Norma Olson
Lisa Pikop
Bruce & Kathleen Pohlig
Terry & Susan Quist
Shawn & Christine Reilly
Jeff & Lucy Roste
Michael & Susan Scarborough
Joyce Shea
Janice Shogren
Margaret Stephan
Rose Stoeck
Ralph Tillitt
Dr. Gerald & Susan Timm
Greg & Val Trumm
Paul & Deb Trumm
Ron Unruh
Mark & Angie Urman
Luella Vendell
Catherine Wegner
Jeff & Amy Wensman
Dorine Whiting
Gloria Whiting
Craig & Becky Zwilling

MEMORIALS
Adult Basic Education Staff,  
in memory of Donna Scarborough 
Alexandria Area High School 
Sunshine Fund,  
in memory of Beulah Opelia
Tom & Angie Anderson,  
in memory of:
 Warren “Andy” Andert;  
 Charles “Chuck” Erickson;
 John Feda; Murrae Freng;  
 Karen Gadow;
 Marly Johnson; Karl “Bud” Kolstad;
 Dr. Richard Lawler; 
 Gloria Southward; Jack Trumm
Lee & Judy Backhaus,  
in memory of Denise Lahn
Michael J. Belseth State Farm 
Insurance Agency,  
in memory of Donna Scarborough
Mark & Karen Benson, 
in memory of:
 Dave Benson; Murrae Freng 
K. Connair, in memory of  
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Mary M. Connair, in memory of 
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Mitch & Julie Critz, in memory of 
Denise Lahn
Tim & Carol Ellison,  
in memory of Dorothy Quist
Wayne & Solveig Elton,  
in memory of Jack Trumm
Ralph & Carol Gaffaney,  
in memory of Warren “Andy” Andert 
Richard & Sheridan Hafdal,  
in memory of Tom Hafdal
Bruce Hanson, in memory of  
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Thomas & Mary Hartman, in 
memory of Audrey Palmquist Aga
Stephen & Kathy Haug,  
in memory of Donna Scarborough
 Mary Hovland, in memory of
   Murrae Freng; Karl “Bud” Kolstad
Kai & Myrna Hunt, in memory  
of Audrey Palmquist Aga
Patricia Juola, in memory of  
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Cortlan & JoAnne Krogstad,  
in memory of Audrey Schackel
Ron & Barb Larson,  
in memory of Allyn Kuhnau
Bob & Alice Lembke,  
in memory of David Strand
Ken LeVasseur, in memory of  
Grace L. Engelhardt, Class of ‘50
Noreen Lewis, in memory of  
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Linda Loch,  
in memory of Michael Schluter
Barbara MacIver, in memory of 
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Myrtle McKay, in memory of  
George McKay, Class of ‘45
Georgia Nelson, in memory of 
Audrey Palmquist Aga
Tom & Ruth Obert, in memory of:
 Dorothy Dyke; David Dziuk;
 Donna Scarborough; Jack Trumm
The Palmquist Family, in memory of 
Audrey Palmquist Aga 
Rebecca Patience, in memory of 
Denise Lahn 
 

Donna Crouse Podratz,  
in memory of 1968 classmates:
 Carolyn Wright Hoffland;  
 Craig Nelson; Stanley Svee;
 Tim Weatherwax
Trevor & Stacy Peterson,  
in memory of Denise Lahn
Terry & Susan Quist, in memory of:
 Karen Christensen; 
 Charles “Chuck” Erickson;
 John Kern; Karl “Bud” Kolstad;
 Denise Lahn; Richard McGarvey;
 Donna Scarborough; Jack Trumm
Thomas Quist, in memory  
of Dorothy Quist
Michael & Susan Scarborough,  
in memory of:
 Karen Christensen; Denise Lahn;  
 Donna Scarborough; Jack Trumm
Mike & Susan Schroeder, in memory 
of Audrey Palmquist Aga
Larry J. Scott,  
in memory of Lilly Scott
Gregg & Mary Sonstegard,  
in memory of William “Bun” Fischer
Neal & Connie Zappe,  
in memory of Josephine Muckala

206 CLUB 
Tom & Linda Akenson
Matt & Kerry Aker
Alexandria Zetetic Study Club
Jim & Suzanne Allen
Scott & Amy Allen
Paul & Amy Amundson
Bruce Olson & Marie Anderson
Bryan & Chara Anderson
Carol J. Anderson
Dave & Lori Anderson
David & Alice Anderson
Dr. Dean R. & Debbi Anderson
Kelly & Linda Anderson
Mark & Sally Anderson
Terry & Claire Anderson
Dr. Todd & Linda Anderson
Tom & Angie Anderson
Vern & Judy Anderson
Craig & Karen Andrews
Roger & Linda Anhorn
Beau Backhaus
Lee & Judy Backhaus
Roger & Sheryl Bakewell
Virgil & Jeanne Batesole
John & Kay Bieschke
DeWayne & Dorothy Bisek
Dennis & Tara Bitzan
Jerry Bitzan
Eric & Patricia Bjurman
Tom & Patti Blank
Brendan & Tracy Bogart
Josh & Jessica Boyer
Robert & Sara Brakke
Jeff & Bonnie Brand
Rich & Marlene Braun
Dennis & Susan Brede
Kevin Brezina
Peter & Melissa Bright
Mike & Jean Bristow
Terry & Connie Brueske
Bill & Sandy Buckner
Rocky & Maren Burgau
Fred & Terri Bursch
Tim & Terri Bush
Chris & Lori Canavati
Brian & KrisAnn Carlsen
Kent & Pam Carlson
Ron & Sara Carlson
Ryan & Jody Carns
Dana & Becky Christenson
Ed & Sylvia Christopherson
Class of 1948
Don & Sue Clobes
Mitch & Julie Critz
Tim & Kathie Cullen
Bob & Darice Cunniff
Casey & Jan DeJong
Kyle & Shelley Diekman
Jay Sieling & Deb Dittberner
Mike & Ruth Dolan
Mike & Dianne Doyle
Sue & Brad Dumm
Chad & Kathy Duwenhoegger
Jim & Anne Eidsvold
Tom & Joan Eidsvold
Lowell & Nancy Einerson
Dale & Janet Ellison
Wayne & Solveig Elton
Michael & Lana Ennis
Ken & Jan Esala
John & Martha Esbjornsson
Bruce & Donna Evink
Rodney & Frances Felber
Anita Ferguson
Steve & Jan Ferguson
Paul & Pris Fieldhammer
Bill & Jenna Finley
Kurt Hansberry & Kathy Fischer
Bill & Barb Flaig
Chuck & Taryn Flolid
Paul & Judy Florell
Roger & Jane Foss

Bob & Barb Friederichs
Ralph & Carol Gaffaney
Mike & LuAnn Gesell
Bill & Paula Glade
Lynn Glesne
Pete & Donna Gohman
Jeff & LuAnn Golberg
Roy & Connie Good
Kevin & Mary Gorghuber
Dick & Lollie Greengo
Doug & Mary Griffin
Eric & Sara Gronholz
Beverly Grossman
Alan & Kathy Grundei
Jerome & Joyce Guenther
Brent & Krista Gundberg
Richard & Sheridan Hafdal
Jim & Wanda Hafdal
Gerald & Joyce Hansen
Dave & Evie Harris
Gene & Jackie Harstad
David & Shirley Hartmann
Dave & Rebecca Hartness
Stephen & Kathleen Haug
Scott & Natalie Heckert
Scott & Steph Hegstad
Stuart & Evelyn Henrickson
Steve & Diane Henry
Nick & Jen Heydt
Gerry & Leslie Hoelscher
Keith & Coleen Hoeschen
Kenny & Vesla Hoeschen
Clark & Judy Hoffman
Clayton & Judy Hovda
Ken & Jeanne Howell
Paula Hurley
Marc & Sara Illies
Tim & Missy Iverson
Tom & Joni Jacobson
Lynn Jenc
Dennis & Kathryn Johnson
Don & Judy Johnson
Garret & Ashley Johnson
Jill Johnson
Richard A. & Arlene Johnson
Tom & Jan Johnson
Mark & Kris Juettner
Eric & Shelly Karlstad
Dave & Ronda Kent
Phyllis Kern
David & Loni Kjos
Kevin & Donna Kopischke
Cliff & Bev Korkowski
Tom & DeeAnn Kraemer
Harvey & Susan Kranzler
Dean & Angie Krebs
Cortlan & JoAnne Krogstad
Mike & Glenda Kvitek
Richard Lahn
Kirk & Jane Landman
Shawn & Nina Lanman
Chad & Sherry Larson
Dave & Cher Larson
Minton & Diane Larson
Myron & Cheryle Larson
Ron & Barb Larson
Marguerite Lawler
Ken & Mary Ledman
Joe Merickel & Barbara Lehman
Bob & Alice Lembke
Ken LeVasseur
Terry K. Lewis
Margaret Liedholm
Wyck “Rocky” & Lori Linder
Jeff & Janna Lindoo
Dan & Deb Loken
Mike & Ginny Loken
Joe & Sue Luke
Al & Coty Lund
Tony & Sue Lussenhop
Brian & Sue McGrath
Kevin McMenimen
Don & Connie Mehesan
Keith & Linda Meichsner
Carol Meyer
Charlie & Kathy Meyer
Dennis & Bev Meyer
Nate & Sharlo Meyer
Dennis & Bonnie Miller
Robert & Cindy Montbriand
Kris Montplaisir
Steve & Stephanie Mulder
Charlie & Kathy Munsch
Mark & Jeanne Nelsen
Brian & Linda Nelson
H. Dan & DiAnn Ness
Andy Shriver & Joani Nielson
Rich & Colleen Nodland
Tom & Ruth Obert
Keiran & Diane O’Brien
Dr. Chris & Sarah O’Kane
Dr. Mark & Patricia Odland
Craig & Kalee Olson
Larry & Kathleen Ortloff
Patrick & Stephanie Osterberg
Paul Pankow
Brett & Barb Paradis
Tom & Jill Partington
Rebecca Patience
Rick & Sandy Paulsen
Larry & Pam Pearson

Korey & Bria Pedraza
Bruce & Debra Peterson
Trevor & Stacy Peterson
Mike & Heather Pfeffer
Lisa Pikop
Bruce & Kathleen Pohlig
Carol Porter
Gene & Carla Ptacek
Gerald & Barbara (Kloehn) Pyle
Andy & Trish Quist
Cally Quist
Terry & Susan Quist
Thomas “Mick” Quist
Thomas Quist
Bob & Vonnie Rader
Al & Lynn Ransom
Ron & Kathy Reiber
Shawn & Christine Reilly
Tom & Joan Ries
Paul & Sally Ringdahl
Harry & Jeanie Roers
David & Joyce Rogosheske
Ken & Heidi Ryan
Curt & Amy Sack
Ron & Jayne Sahli
Tom & Rachel Savageau
Michael & Susan Scarborough
Shane & Vicki Schmidt
Bonnie Schnell
Bill & Mona Schultz
Erik & Kathy Schultz
Larry Scott
Dale & Carol Serum
Greg & Therese Serum
Sara Smith Sevey
Makenzie Shutter
Kurt & Jeanne Sieve
Brent & Sally Smith
Ken & Shelly Snyder
Dave & Jean Solheim
Gregg & Mary Sonstegard
Dennis & Corliss Stark
Frank & Mary Lou Starke
Greg & Michelle Steele
Dave & Loni Stern
Mark & Cindy Storhaug
Jeff & Carie Stotesbery
Gary & Jill Blashack Strahan
Richard & Sandy Susag
Mike & Miriam Svobodny
Gary & Nancy Syverson
Josh & Chelsie Tatge
Bill & Lynn Thoennes
Dr. Gerald & Susan Timm
Dustin & Shannen Tomoson
George & Shirley Torrey
Dr. Fred & Sarah Townsend
Greg & Val Trumm
Paul & Deb Trumm
Yuan Tung & Kelli Stember-Tung
Brent & Jill Urke
Tim & Carrie Urness
Bob & Lori Vaadeland
Carl & Kristin Vaagenes
Dave & Irene Vagle
Mark & Rita Vanderwerf
Dave & Brenda Velde
Ron & Dianne Verant
Harley & Jeannie Vestrum
Patricia Vickerman
Bob & Glenice Vipond
Tom & Beth Wacholz
Jim & Jill Wagner
Sam & Cindy Wagner
Dave & Kim Walsh
Mark & Carmon Watkins
Jeff & Amy Wensman
Doug & Julie Whiting
Roy & Patty Wicken
Tim & Jill Wieland
Randy & Maureen Winger
Carl & Sharlene Wittenburg
Kent & Lara Wosepka
Tom & Kelly Wosepka
Jerry & Mary Kae Wright
Bill & Kim Ziegler
Anthony Zimny
Dan & Colleen Zimny
Dan & LaVonne Zinda
Craig & Becky Zwilling

MATCHING GIFTS
Douglas Scientific
Microsoft
New York Life Insurance
Wells Fargo 

We apologize for possible 
inaccuracies in this listing of  
our contributors. Please advise  
the Foundation of corrections  
by calling (320) 808-8437.



PO Box 308
Alexandria, MN 56308

Capital Campaign 
Appreciation Luncheon 

& AAHS Tour

The Alexandria Education Foundation (AEF) is pleased to announce the 2014 
Teacher Innovation Grant Awards. The Foundation recently awarded $17,649 
in teacher grants to fund student-engaged projects planned for the 2014-2015 
school year that will enrich learning and encourage classroom innovation. 
Projects funded include: 

   •  SMARt tables 
School: Miltona Science Magnet Elementary 
Grades: K-5 
Submitted by: Christie Converse 
Award: $7,649

 

The SMART table is a mobile tool (on wheels) that allows teachers to adapt 
quickly to meet the needs of students at varying academic levels, supports 
standards-based education, engages students, and encourages collaboration 
among students.
 

    •   Physics in Manufacturing, 
Building of Remote control cars class Project 
School: Alexandria Area High School 
Grades: 10, 11, 12 
Submitted by: Tom Ellison, Industrial 
Technology Teacher &  
Todd Dahlseid, Physics Teacher 
Award: $10,000

 
Funding will support the Physics in Manufacturing course at Alexandria Area 
High School. In this course, students will experience inquiry-based learning 
by applying physical science concepts to design and build an electric car using 
equipment related to manufacturing industries.  Students will apply motion by 
applying concepts of Velocity, Acceleration, Inertia, Force, Momentum, Energy 
and Torque. Through the design of the car, students will apply the principles of 
Electricity, Thermodynamics, and Magnetism.
 
Annually, AEF invites the district’s teachers and staff to submit grant applications 
for projects and programs that will have a meaningful impact on students. 
The grant requests are primarily in the areas of engineering, core curriculum 
subjects, technology, and arts programs.
 
Since 2009, AEF has distributed grants and gifts totaling more than $150,000 
that have directly supported:
 • Students in developing essential knowledge and skills
 • Students in every building and every grade level
 • The Arts and Academies of Alexandria

Foundation Awards $17,649  
in Teacher Innovation Grants

AEF Board Opportunities

Scholarship AwardsAEF Wants to do More!

The Seeds for Future Learning Scholarship 
provides for two $400 scholarships to  
students who have an interest in pursuing 
a college degree in business, education, 
manufacturing, or agriculture.
Chad Larson, foundation board member, (pictured middle), poses  
with the 2014 “Seeds for Future Learning” scholarship recipients,  
Brett Ludwig (left) and Chase Kohler (right).

The class of 1988 Scholarship fund was created 
through a generous 1988 Jefferson High School 
graduate. These scholarships in the amount of 
$1,500 each are awarded to one male and one 
female who plan to pursue a degree in  
education, health care, or the arts.
Congratulations to the 2014 “Class of 1988” scholarship  
recipients, Brett Ludwig (left) and Megan Bristow (right).

The AEF’s Board of Directors is comprised of volunteer individuals 
who are committed to sustaining the tradition of excellence in 
District 206 schools. New board member terms start in January. 
In 2015, the Board will welcome Eric Karlstad, Director of Student 
Success at Alexandria Technical & Community College, and a 1987 
Jefferson High School Alum, to the Board. Other board members 
are pictured and listed on the cover page.
 
No special experience is required, just a passion for excellence in education! If you are 
interested in serving on the AEF Board, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please 
email us at info@alexeducationfoundation.org if you would like to be considered for a 
board position at a future time.

On June 24, 2014, AEF hosted an appreciation luncheon and tour of Alexandria Area 
High School (AAHS) for capital campaign donors that generously pledged $4 million 
in private financial support for the new high school. The luncheon and tour were  
a great success with more than 150 in attendance. 

Tours led by high school student ambassadors highlighted the design features  
of the building. The Academic wings showcased the Academies of Alexandria 
and the Foundation’s support of college readiness and college preparation. The 
donor wall and designated room signage acknowledged Capital Campaign gifts. 
Many technology features throughout the building were made possible through 
Foundation support of teacher grants with a focus on technology that supports 
personalized and hands-on learning.

The Foundation wants to build a financial cornerstone for investing in students 
and teachers in Alexandria Public Schools. One of the ways we do that is by  
helping students attain college degrees. Through a competitive scholarship 
process, the Foundation financially supports students in the transition from  
high school to 2 to 4-year colleges. The purpose is to make the cost of a college  
education more affordable for students. Over the last six years, our organization 
has awarded $10,000 to 16 graduating seniors.

Our vision is to be a premier education foundation  
that significantly impacts Alexandria students.

PO Box 308
Alexandria, MN 56308

The Students: All gifts to the Alexandria Education Foundation directly affect the 
academic life of students both today and for years to come.
 The Teachers: We provide a means for teachers to apply for grants that transform 
ideas into instructional programs that engage, inspire and excite students. These 
are projects that can make a significant difference in students’ educational 
experience.
 The Alexandria Area Community: Our schools are at the heart of our community, 
and the educational experience helps shape the quality of life here. It’s in the 
interest of all stakeholders – students, parents, grandparents, alumni, staff, 
and property and business owners – to maintain our district’s reputation for 
educational excellence.

 Your tax-deductible donation directly benefits all who are involved  
in our extraordinary school system. Invest in excellence today!




